*    ACCESSION    *

not, upon his honour. The AbbeS had no sooner begun
the operation by leaning over a little Bridge, when the
P. took hold of his heels and threw him into the water
which was rather deep. The Abb^? much enraged, the
moment he got himself out run at the P. with g. vio-
lence, a Horsewhip in his Hand, saying he thought very
meanly of a P. who could not keep his word. The P.
flew from him, and getting to the Inn, locked himself in
one of the rooms. .. .7

'Prince of Wales, Mrs. Fitzherbert, the Duke and
Dutchess of Cumberland, and Miss Piggott, Mrs. F's
companion, went a Party to Windsor, during the ab-
sence of The Family from Windsor; and going to see a
cold Bath, Miss P., expressed a great wish to bathe this
hot weather. The D. of C. very imprudently pushed her
in, and the Dut. of C. having the presence of mind to
throw out the Rope saved her when in such a disagree-
able State from fear and surprise as to be near sinking.
Mrs. F. went into convulsion fits and the Dut. fainted
away, and the scene proved ridiculous in the extreme,
as Report says the Drake called out to Miss P. that he
was instantly coming to her in the water and continued
undressing himself. Poor Miss P's clothes entirely laid
upon the water and made her appear an awkward figure.
They afterwards pushed in one of the Prince's attend-
ants/

Whilst the Prince of Wales was thus amusing him-
self, his younger brother, the future William IV, was
visiting Cheltenham with his parents, and admiring the
celebrated Mrs. Jordan. Being at some distance from the
succession, he attracted little attention. His service in
the Navy, of which his abrupt manners were a constant
reminder, gave him a certain popularity as a 'Sailor
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